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THOUGHTS o GOOD NATURE, 
By Dr. Brarr. 


[From a Sermon on the Coaverfation between our Saviour and 
the rich Man, contained in the 1oth Chapter of St. Mark.] 


OOD-NATURE, for inftance, is in danget of running 
into that unlimitted complaifance which affimilates mea 
to the loofe manners of thofe whom they find around them. 
Pliant and yielding in their temper, they have not force to ftand 
by the decifions of their own minds, with regard to right an@ 
wrong. Like the animal which is faid to affusrethe colour of 
every object to which it is applied, they lefe all proper cha 
raCter of their own, and are formed by the character of thofe 
with whom they chance to affociate. The mild are apt to fink 
into habits of indolence and floth. The cheerful and gay, 
when warmed by pleafure and mirth, lofe that fobriety and felf+ 
denial which is effential to the fupport of virtue. Even mo-= 
defty and fubmiffion, qualities fo valuable in themfelves, and fo 
highly ornamental to youth, fometimes degenerate into a vicious 
timidity which reftrains men from doing their d&ty with firms 
nefs; which cannot ftand the frown of the great, the reproach 
of the multitude, or even the ridicule and fieer of t..e fcorner. 
Nothing can be more amiabl« than a conftant defire to pleafe, 
and an unwillingnefs to offend or hurt. Yet in characters 
where this is a predominant feature, defects are often found. 
Fond always to oblige, and afraid to utter any difagreeable 
truth, fuch perfons are fometimes ledto difflemble. ‘Their love 
VoL. XX, 497. T of 
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of truth is facrificed to their love of pleafing. Their fpeech 
and their manners aflume a ftudied courtefy. You ¢annot 
always depend on their {mile ; nor, when they promife, be fure 
of the performance. ‘They mean and intend well ; but the 
good intention is temporary. Like wax, they yield eafily to 
every impreffion ; and the tranfient friendthip contracted with 
one perfon, is effaced by the next. Undiftinguifhing defire to 
oblige often proves, in the prefentftate of human things, a dan- 
gerous habit. They who cannot, on many occafions, give a 
firm and fteady denial, or who cannot break off a connection 
which has beerhaftily andimproperly formed, ftand on the brink 
of many mifchiefs. They willbe feduced by the corrupting, 
en{nared by the artful, betrayed by thofe in whom they had placed 
their truft. Unfufpicious themfelves, they were flattered with 
the belief of having many friends around them. “Elated with 
fanguine hopes and chearful fpirits, they reckoned that “ to- 
morrow would be as this day, and more abundant.” Inju- 
dicious liberality and thoughtlefs profufion are the confequence ; 
until, in the end, the {treights to which they are reduced bring 
them into mean or difhonourable courfes. Through inno- 
cent, but unguarded weaknefs, and from want of the feverer 
virtues, they are, in procefs of time, betrayed into downright 
crimes. Such may be the conclufion of thofe, who, like the 
young ruler before us, with many amiable and promifing di 
pofitions, had begun their career in life. 

Such perfons ; are not prepared for fuftaining with propriety 
and dignity, the diftreffes to which our ftate is liable. They 
were equipped for the feafon of funfhine and ferenity; but 
when the {ky is overcaft, and the days of darknefs come, their 
feeble minds are deftitute of fhelter, and ill provided for de- 
fence. Then is the time when more hardy qualities are re- 
quired ; when courage mult face danger, conftancy fupport 
pain, patience pofflefs itfelf in the midft of difcouragements, 
magnanimity difplay its contempt of threatenings: If thofe 
high virtues be altogether ftrangers to the mind, the mild and 
gentle will certainly fink under the torrent of difafters.—The 
Zuler in the text could plead that his behaviour to others, in the 
,courfe of focial life, had been unexceptionable. So far the re- 
flection on his conduct would afford him comfo:t amidft ad- 
verfity. Butno man is without failings. In the dejeéting fea- 
fon of trouble it will occur to every one that he has been guilty 
of frequent tranfgreffion ; that much of what ought to have 
been done has been neglected; and that much of what has 
been done had better have been omitted. In fuch fituations, 
when 
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when a thoufand appretierifions arife to ‘alatm*'confcience, 
nothing is ablé to quiet its ‘uneafinefs, except a well-grounded: 
truft in the mercy and acceptance of Heaven. It is firm re 
ligious principle, acting upon a manly and enlightened mind, 
gives‘dignity tothe character, and compofure:to the heart, un~" 
der all the troubles of the world. This enables the brave and‘ 
virtuous man with fuccefs té buffet the fterm ; while he, who> 
had once fparkled in fociety-with all the charms of gay vivacity,- 
and had been the delight of every circle in which he -was-en- 
gaged, remains difpirited, overwhelmed, and annihilated, in the 
evil day. EGS GSDMT 





The Hiftory of the Life of Baron Trenck. - In’which ts 
introduced a particular Account of the extraordinary: 

~ Sufferings which he underwent by Command of the 
late King of Pruffica. 


[Extraéted from his own Narrative.] 
(Continued from Page 134.) 
s FTER my laft conference with the Landgrave, I waited 


my coming fate, with a mind more at eafe,than that of- 
many a prince in his palace. My dawn af hope daily grew 
more bright. The newipapers they brought me foretold ap- 
proaching peace, on which all my dependance was placed, and 
] paffed eighteen months calmly, and without further attempt. 
- The father of the Landgrawe died; he had till then been ° 
only, Hereditary Prince ; and' Magdeburg now loft its noble 
governor, ‘The:worthy Reichmann, however, teftified for me 


all compaffion andefteem ; I had books, my time was employed, 
and’ therefore’ ftole, unperceived, away. Imprifonment and 
chains to me were become habitual, and.freedom in all her lovely 
forms, fleeping and awake, in hope approached. 


Being however highly difappointed at finding no. ftipulation 


made in my favour at the peace which was concluded at the 
acceflion of Catherine Ii, 1 again opened my old hole, and ia 
thecourfe of my mining a dreadful accident happened to me. 
Juft as I was going to carry out the fand-bag, I itruck my foot 
againit a ftone in the wall above, which fell down and clofed up 
the paflage. 


What was my horror, to fiad.myfelf thus buried alive 4 


After a fhort time for reflection, 1: beganto wosk the fand.away 4 
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from the fide, that I might obtain room to turn round. By 
ood fortune, there were fome feet of empty {pace, into which 
f threw the fand as I worked it away ; but the {mall quantity of 
air foon made it fo foul that I a thoufand times withed mylelf 
dead, and made feveral attempts to ftrangle myfelf. Further 
labour began to feem impoffible. Thirft almoft deprived me 
of my fenfes, but as foon as I put my mouth to the fand, I in~ 
haled freth air. My fufferings were incredible, and I imagine 
I paffed full eight hours in this diftraétion of horror. Of all 
dreadful deaths, iurely fuch a death as this is the moft dreadful. 
My fpirits faunted; again 1 fomewhat recovered, again I began 
to labour, but the earth was as high as my chin, and I had no 
fhore {pace into which I might throw the fand, that I might 
turn round. I made a more defperate effort, drew aiy body 
into a ball, and turned round; I now faced the ftone, which was 
as wide as the whol- paflage, but, there being an opening at the 
top, I refpired frefher air. My next labour was to root away 
the fand under the ftone, and let it fink, fo that I might creep 
over, and, by this means, at length, I once more happily arrived 
in my dungeon | : 

The morning was advanced; I fat myfelf down fo exhautted 
that I fuppofed it was impoffible I had time, or ftrength, to cover 
up and conceal my hole, After haif an hour’s reft, however, 
my fortitude returned ; again I went to work, and fearcely had 
I ended before the refounding locks and bolts told the approach 
of my vifitors, 

They found me pale as death : I complained of the head+ 
ach, and continued fome days fo much afteéted, by the fatigue 
I had fuftained, that I began to imagine my lungs were im- 
paired, After a time, health and ftrength returned, but, pers 
haps, of all my nights of horror, this. was tue moft horrible.—» 
I long repeatedly dreamed I was buried alive in the centre of 
the earth; and now, though three and twenty years are elapfed, 
my fleep is ftiji haunted by this vifion, 

After thig accident, whenever I worked in my cavity, I hung 
a knife ound my geck, that, in cafe I fhouls be again fo in- 
clofed, I might thorten my miferies, Over the ftone that had 
fallen were {everal others that hung tottering, under which 
I was, fevera] hunared times obliged to creep. Nothing could 
deter me from endeavouring to obtain my liberty ! 

When my paflage was ready, fu that I could break out when 
I pleafed, I wrote varioys letters to my friends at Vienna, and 
alfo an impaflioned memorial to my.fovereign, When the mi- 
liga left Magdeburg, and the regulars retraced, I took an af- 
fecting 
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fecting leaye of my friends who had behaved to me with fo 
much humanity, and fo venevolently fupplied my wants.—Se- 
veral weeks elapfed before they departed, and I learnt that 
General Riedt was appointed Ambaflador from Vienna to 
Berlin. 

I had feen the world; I knew this General was not averfe to 
a bribe ; I wrote him a moving l-trer, conjuring him not to 
abandon me, and to act with perhaps more ardour.in my be alf 
than his inftrutions might imply. I inclofed a draft, for fix 
thoufand florins, on my effects at Vienna, and he received four 
thoufand more from one of my relations. I have to thank thefe 
ten thoufand florins for my treedom, which I obtained nine 
mont s after. 

Analarm of fire had obliged the Major of the day to repair 
in hafte to the town; he, theiefore, committed the keys to the 
Lieutenant. The latter, coming to vilit me, with a look of 
compaffion, afked—*< Dear Treack, have you ncver, during 
feven years that youhave been under the guard of the militia, 
found a man like Schell ?”,—* Alas! Sir,”’ anfweredI, “*fuch 
friends are indeed rare; the will of many has been good: e.ch 
knew I could make his fortune, but none had courage enough 
for fo defperate an attempt! Money I have diftributed freely, 
but have received little help.” 

“ Money ! how do you obtain money in this dungeon ?”— 
« From a fecret correfpondent at Vienna, by whom I am ftill 
fupplied. If I can firve you, command me: I will doit wile 
lingly, without afking any return.” So faying, I immediately 
took fifty ducats from between the pannels, and gave them tothe 
Lieutenant. . At fiit he refufed, out at length accepted them 
with tear. He left me, promifed to retuin, pretended to fhut 
the door, and kept his word. Henow avowed that debt obliged 
him to defert, that this had long been his determination, and 
that, defirous to aililt me, at the lame time, if he could find 
the means, [ had only to ihew now this might be effected, 

We continued two hours in conference ; a plan was foon 
formed, approved, and almoft a certainty of fuccefs demons 
ftrated ; eipecially, when | told bi [had two borfes.in waiting. 
We vowed eternal fricnuinp, | gave him hfty additional ducats, 
and he had never be.ore been fo rich; his whole debts, which 
would oblige hin to defe t, not amounting to more than two 
hundred rix dollars, waich, however, he never could have dif- 
charged out of his pay. 

He was to prepaie four keys, th t were to refemble thofe of 
my dungeon, the later were to be exchanged on the day of 
flight, 
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flight, being kept in the guard- room while the Major was with 
General Walrabe. He was to give the grenadiers on guard’ 
Teave of abfence for fome hours, or fend them into the town on’ 
various pretences. The centinels at the gate he was to calf 
from their duty, and thofe placed over me were to be fent into 
my dungeon, to take away my bed; while encumbered with 
this, I was to fpring out, and lock them in, after which we were 
to mount our horfes, which were kept ready, and ride full fpeed 
to Gummern. Every thing was to be prepared within a week, 
when he was again to mount guard. We had fcarcely fully 
formed our project before the centinels called, the Major was 
eoming ; he, accordingly, haftily barred up the doors, and the 
Major paffed to General Walrabe. 
’ No man now was happier than myfelf, in a dungeon though 

I was: my hopes of efcape was triple ; the mediation at Ber 

din, the mime I had made, and my new friend, the Lieutenant.’ 
Intoxicated with hope and joy, then, when moft my mind ought 

to have been cool and clear, I feemed to have loft my under- 

derftanding. I cametoarefolution which will appear, to every” 
reafonable man, extravagant, abfurd, and pitiable. I was vain 

enough, ftupid enough, mad enough, to form the defign of caft- 

ing myfelf on the generofity and magnanimity of the Great 
Frederic !—Should this fail, I ftill thought my Lieutenant 4 

certain faviour. 

Having heated my imagination with this lamentable fcheme, 
I expected the hour of vifitation with anxiety. The Major 
entered ; I befpoke him thus: 

« I know, Sir, the great Prince Ferdinand is again in Mag~ 
deburg.” (My new friend had told me this.) “ Be pleafed 
to inform him that he may firft examine my prifon, double the 
eentinels, and afterward give me his commands, ftating at what 
hour it will pleafe him I fhould make my appearance, in perfect 
freedom, on the glacis of Klofterbergen, If I prove myfelf 
capable of this, I then hope for the protection of Prince Fer~ 
dinand ; and that he will relate my proceeding to the King, 
who may thereby be convinced of my innocence, and the per 
fe€& clearnefs af my confcience.” 

The Major was aftonifhed; fuppofed my brain turned, 
‘The propofal he held to be ridiculous, and the performance im~ 
poffible. 1, however, perfifted: he rode to town, and returned 
with the Sub-Governor, Reichmann; the Town-Major, 
Riding ; and the Major of: Infpection, The anfwer they de- 
livered was—That the Prince promifed me his protection, the 
King’s favour, and a certain releafe from my chains, fhould 

I prove 
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I prove the truth of my affertion. I required they would 
appoint a time ; they ridiculed the thing as impoffible, and, ae 
Jatt, faid that it would be fufficient could I only prove the prac- 
ticability of fuch a fcheme; but, fhould I refufe, they would 
immediately break up the whole flooring, and place centinels ia 
my dungeon night and day; adding, the Governor would net 
admit of any actual breaking out. 

.. After the moft folemn promifes of good faith, I immediately 
difencumbered myfelf of my chains, raifed up my flooring, gave 
them my armsand implements, and alfotwo keys, that my friends 
had procured me, to the dogrs of the fubterranean gallery. This 
gallery I defired them to enter, and found, with their {word- 
hilts, at the place through which I was to break, which might be 
done in a few minutes. I further defcribed the road I was to 
take through the gallery, informed them that two of the doors 
had not.been fhut for fix months, and to the others they already 
had the keys; adding, I had horfes waiting at the glacis, that 
would be immediately ready ; the ftables for which were une 
known to them. , 

They went, examined, returned, put queftions, which I an- 
fwered with as much precifion as the engineer could have doae 
who built the Star-Fort. They left me with feeming friend- 
fhip, continued away about an hour, came back, told me the 
Prince was aftonifhed at what he had heard, that he wifhed me 
all happinefs, and then took me, unfettered, to the guard-houfe, 
The Major came in the evening, treated us with a fumptuous 
fupper, affured me every thing would happen to my withes, and 
that Prince Ferdinand had already written to Berlin. 

The guard was reinforced next day: two grenadiers entered 
the officer’s room as centinels. The whole guard loaded with 
ball before my eyes, the draw-bridges were raifed in open day, 
and precautions were taken as if it were fuppofed I intended to 
make attempts as defperate as thofe I made at Glatz. 

I now faw numerous workmen employed on my dungeon, 
and carts bringing quarry ftones. The officers on guard be- 
haved with great kindnefs, kept a good table, at which I ate, 
but two centinels, and an under officer, never quitted the 
guard-room, Converfation was very cautious, and this cons 
tinued five or fix days: at length, it was my new friend the 
Lieutenant’s turn to mount guard; he appeared to be as 
friently as formerly, but conference was difficul:: he however 
found means to exprefs his aftonifhment at my ili timed difco- 
very, told me the Prince knew nothing of the affair, and that 
the 
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the report propagated through the garrifon was, I Had been fur~ 
prifed in making a new attempt. 

I now faw my error, but, alas! too late. I affured my friend 
this ftep had been occafioned by my reliance on his promife. 
He lamented my miftake, but affirmed himfelf ftill the fame. 
My courage ftrengthened, and I vowed vengeance againft the 
mean conduct of the Sub-Governor. ; 

My dungeon was completed in abouta week. The Town- 
Major and Major of the day re-condu€ted metoit. My foot 
only was chained to the. wall, but with links twice as 
ftrong as formerly; the remainder of my irons were never after 
added. 

Inftead of flooring, the dungeon was paved with huge flag 
ftones. The prifon was made impenetrable. That part of my 
money only was faved which I had concealed in the pannels of 
the door, and the chimney of the ftove; fome thirty louis- 
@’ors hidden about my clothes, were taken from me. 

While the finith was rivetting my chains, | addreffed myfelf 
to the Sub-Governor. “ Is this the confequence of the 
pledged honour of the Prince? Has the magnanimity of miy con- 
duct deferved fuch treatment? But think not you deceive me; 
Lam acquainted with the falfe reports that have been fpread ; 
the truth will foon come to light, and the unworthy be put to 
fhame. Nay, I now forewarn you that Trenck fhali not 
be much longer in your power; for, were you to build 
your dungeon of fteel, it would ftill be infufficient to contain 
me.” 

They fmiled at my threats. Reichmann, however, defired 
me to take courage, and faid I might, probably, foon obtain m 
freedom after a proper manner. My firm reliance on my frien 
the Lieutenant, gave me, inftead of appearing funken and 
defpondent, a degree of confidence that amazed them all. 

It is here neceffary farther to explain this affair. When I had 
obtained my liberty, I vifited Prince Ferdinund, at Brunfwick. 
He informed me the Majors had not made a true report, being 
afraid of reprimand for taeir own carelefinefs, Their ftory 
was, they had caught me at work, and, had it not been for their 
extreme diligence, I fhould, certainly, have made my efcape. 
Prince Ferdinand heard the truth fome time after, and informed 
the King, who, from that time, only waited a favourable oppor 

. tunity to reftore me to liberty. 


(To be continued.) 
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Some Account of the Life of Madame de Maintenon, 


>From the French of M. Antequil, Regular Canon of the Congre- 
gation of France, &c.] 


RANCES D’AUBIGNE, grand-daughter to Theodore 
Agrippa d’Aubigné, who diftinguifhed himfelfin the civil 
wars, and of Mademoifelle de Cardillac, was born on the 27th 
of November, 1635, in the prifon of Niort, in which her 
father was at that time confined on aceount of his imprudent 
condu@, and in which his wife, a prudent and virtuous woman 
had thut herfelf up with him. Madame de Villette, fifter to 
the hufband, came to vifit the lying-in- woman, and beheld them 
in all the horrors of indigence ;—her brother deprived of rea- 
fon. by defpair, and emaciated by hunger; their eldeft child 
wrapped ia rags, and already fenfible of the miferies of her con- 
dition; their fecond ina cradle, a girl two days old, who, by 
her cries feemed to invite death; the mother weeping, and of- 
fering her breafts, fometimes to her hufband, fometimes to her 
daughter, but hopelefs of faving either the one or the other, as 
diftrefs and hunger had dried up her milk, and fhe was unable 
to pay a nurfe. 

Abitracting from this defcription, whatever it may be fup- 
pofed to owe to the imagination of the author, we may ftill 
conclude, that, at her birth, Frances d’Aubigné was expofed to 
extreme mifery, Madame de Villette took her away with her, 
aud put her into the hands of the fame nurfe to whom fhe had 
entrufted Mademoifelle de Villette, her daughter. 

Inafew years Madame d’Aubigné obtained liberty to her 
hufband, and fet out with him and all her family for America, 
where they had confiderable claims. In the courfe of the 
voyage, Frances fell ill, and was reduced fo low, that fhe ceafed 
to exhibit figns of life. A failor was going to throw her over- 
board, The fignal gun was ready loaded. Madame de Au- 
bigne begged leave to prefs her infant once more in her arms, 
She put her hand on the heart, and felt it {till palpitate. * She 
is not dead,’’ cried fhe ; and her maternal cares reftored her 
fully tolife. The veflel in which this unfortunate family were 
paflengers, was attacked by a corfair, but efcaped, and arrived 
fafe at Martinico. 

D’Aubigné eftablifhed himfelf there in fo advantageous a 
fituation, that he was enabled to live in opulence. His wife 
was obliged to return to Europe to fettle fome affairs. _ In her 
ablence, d’Aubigné {pent his whole fortune at play, and ihe 
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found him, on her return, ruined, and dying. The widow res 
turned to France to obtain afliftance, leaving her daughter, who 
was now feven years of age, as fecurity to her creditors, who 
fent the child about from one’to another. The judge of the 
place, taking pity on her, received her into his houfe ;, but 
becoming foon as weary of her‘as the others, fent her after her 
mother. She fell firft into the hands of Madame de Mon- 
talambert, her kinfwoman, who refufed to entertain her. She 
was then received by Madame de Villette, her aunt, who 
brought her up in the Calvinift religion. 

Her mother, a good Catholic, wifhed, notwithftanding her 
diftrefs, to take her daughter into her own hands. This Ma- 
dame de Villette refufed, alledging that Madame d’Aubigné 
could not poffibly fupport her.. But to obviate the objeétion, 
Madame de Neuillant, another relation, in eafy circumftances, 
obtained an order to have her delivered to her. Withing to 
bring her back’to the Catholic religion, fhe attempted that at 
firft by gentle and fair means; but, when thefe did not fucceed, 
had recourfe tofeverity, Frances was confounded with the fer- 
vants, and degraded to the meaneft tafks about the family, to 
the kitchen, and the court-yard. She went every morning, 
with a. mafk on her face, to preferve her fine complexion, a 
ffraw hat on her head, a bafket under her arm, and a fwitch in 
her hand, to watch the turkies; with orders. not to touch her 
breakfait, which fhe carried in the bafket under her arm, till 
fhe had firft got by memory five ftanzas of facred poetry. 
{ll treatment had no effect to make her gratify the wifhes of 
Madame de Neuillant. She therefore placed her among the 
Uriuline nuns at Niort, where Madame de Villette agreed to pay 
her board. But, after her converfion, that lady withdrew her 
kindnefs, and the young Catholic then returned to Madame de 
Neuillant. 

This lady went occafionally to Paris in a fedan chair, carried 
by two mules, onone of which Mademoifelle d’Aubigné ufed 
to ride. She introduced herto the company with which fhe 
herfelf ufed commonly to affociate, boafted in public of her 
growing charms, and in private exercifed over all the tyranny 
which dependents are liable to fufter from their benefactors. 
‘The young lady was already charming, and promifed to become 
completely beautiful, Her figure and her underftanding were 
both above her years. She was about thirteen. Madame 
de Neuillant took her to communicate for the firft time with 
the Urfuline nuris in St. James’s-ftreet. Frances continued 
with them, except when fhe went tofee her mother, whoiup= | 
ported 





























THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 163 


ported herfelf by her labour, and Madame de Neuillant, who 
‘continued to fhew her in the world, 

She introduced her tothe Abbé Scarron, at whofe houfe the 
very beft company ufed then to aflemble. Mademoifelle 
d’Aubigné was at firft known among them by the name of the 
Fair Indian, The wits of that fociety were eager to form her 
character. She heard their leffons, without fuffering them to 
entertain her in any other way, than by cultivating the fine ta- 
Jents with which nature had endowedher. Her converfation 
when at Paris, and her letters from Poitou, when fhe attended 
Madame de Neuillant to that province, gained her reputation. 
Her mother, who had been reduced to live on an annuity of 
two hundred and fifty livres, [1ol. 8s. 4d. fterling] died, with- 
out having the fatisfaction of leaving that income to her 
children. The fon was placed.as a page with M. de Parabere, 
and the daughter continued with Madame de Neuillant, in a 
fituation which her age, her poverty, her gentility, and her 
beauty, rendered, in no {mall degree, difficult and dangerous. 

The Abbé Scarron was no ftranger to het circumftances. 
Although far from tich himfelf, yet a canonry of Mans, and 
the remains of his patrimony, enabled him to keep a good houfe. 
He is known to have been loaded with infirmities, hump- 
backed, gouty; in a word, one of the moft awkward figures in 
nature; but-he had an inexhauftible fund of humour. For 
the firft, and perhaps the only time in his life, he thought and 
Spoke terioufly to Mademoifelle d’Aubigné concerning the difa- 
greeable fituation in which fhe was leftby the death of her mo- 
ther, andthe faint hopes which fhe could have from Madame 
de Neuillant and her other relatiops. He ended by atking her 
either to marry him, or to accept of a certain fum, on the con- 
dition of becoming a nun. She preferred the marriage, to 
which Madame de Neuillant gave her confent, on condition of 
its not taking place fortwo years. .The young lady was then 
fifteen. Scarron prevailed to have the period of cxpectation 
abridged one year, and married her, at the age of fixteen, in 
April 1651. rane 

In the marriage-contrac&t he acknowledged the receipt of an 
annuity of four louis d’ors, asthe whole fortune of his wife; 
adding pleafantly, © two large murdering eyes, a moft elegant 
figure, a pair of beautiful hands, and a great deal of wit.” 
This income was but ill calculated to make up for the lofs of 
the canonry of Mans, the yearly revenue of which amounted 
to two thoufand livres, but which Scarron was obliged to refigu 
when he married. He continued notwithftanding to keep a 
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good table, in order to bring about him the company which his 
infirmities rendered neceflary. His young wife was the orna- 
ment and the delight of his parties, Her graceful manner of 
telling a ftory made her hearers forget even their wants. One 
of her people whifpered to her one day, “ another ftory, Ma~ 
dam, for the roaft is too {mall to-day.” 

Even the economy of his wife was infufficient to make 
M. de Scarron’s income anfwer his ftyle of living 5 his funds 
fell fhort. Applications were made in his favour, which the 
¢redit of his friends rendered fuceefiful. Madamede Scarron 
was unwilling to folicit, left fhe might be mortified with refufals, 
or expofed to the addrefles of thoie who would grant her re- 
quefts only becaufe fhe was young and beautiful. She fearce 
ever left her “ poor paralytic,” ae fhecalled him. “ When 
he was ill, fhe was his nurfe and fervant; when better, his 
Companion ; and when his health was re-eftablithed, his fe- 
cretary or reader, She learned from him to write with the 
higheft elegance and eafe; the, became alfo miftrefS of the 
Italian, the Spanith, and the Latin languages ; but continued as 
modeft in converfation, as if fhe had been acquainted with none 
but her native tongue.” 


(To be continued.) 


—_— owe 


OBSERVATIONS on the RIGHTS of CONSCIENCE, 
By Bisnorp Watson. 





T muft be admitted as a fundamental truth, derived from 
the equality in which we ail ftand to Chrift our common 
mafter, that no fociety of Chriftians whatever, or however 
Giftinguifhed by rank, power, wealth, numbers, learning, can 
have the leaft claim to any jutt authority of compelling others 
by threats, or calumnies, or penalties of any kind, to a feHow- 
fhip of worthip. ‘You, they ought to fay toall who diffent 
from them, are as free as we are ; we affect no dominion over 
your faith, we are not the Lords of God’s Heritage: Go and 
worfhip the Creator and the Confervator of the Univerfe in your 
own way; ufe noringin marriage, no furplice in public wor- 
fhip, no particular pofture in receiving the facrament, no {pons 
fors when your children are baptized, no confirmation when 
they are grown up—Dat fuffer us alfo to worfhip God in our 
way ; let neither of us find fault with the other, but pre- 
ferving good-will, pra@tifing courtefy, interchanging good 
offices, 
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offices, let us all be perfuaded that at the laft day our different 
fervices will be accepted by him, whom God hath appointed 
judge of all, with equal regard to the rectitude of our feveral 
istentions, and to the means we have ufed in acquiring informa~ 
tion concerning the truth, One of the beft means we can ufe 
for the attainment of this end, is to keep our minds unpre- 
judiced, open to argument, and free from every degree of acri- 
mony of fentiment or expreffion, againft thofe who differ 
from uson any point either of doctrine or difcipline, If i 
know myfelf, I havea mind neither hoftile to the eftablifhed 
do&trines of the church of England, nor attached to them 
with fuch a blind and implicit reverence as_to reprobate every 
difcufion of them. I have ever practifed in my own ftudies, 
and I would encourage in your’s, a free {pirit of enquiry into 
the meaning of the fcriptures, This fpirit ought not, on the 
one hand, to degenerate into a petulant affe@ation of fingularity, 
as if nothing was right which was eitablifhed, nor ought it, 
on the other, to be fo fhackled in its operation, as to be afraid 
of quettioning the truth of what may have been fanctioned by 
public authority. There wasa time when our anceftors were 
pagans; there was another period during which they were 
papifts; and if the doctrine of fome men—that no change 
ought ever to be admitted in the tenets of a church eftablithed 
by law—~had been adhered to by them, we their pofterity might 
at this day have been occupied with the Druids in cutting 
mifletoe, or with the Catholics in tranfubftantiating flour and 
water into the fubftance of God! 
The gofpel of Chriff has been polluted by the craft of men; 
it has tuftered thts pollution from the earlieft ages of the 
church tothe prefent times; and nothing, undez God’s Pro- 
vidence, feems more fitted to reltore it to its original purity than 
the fober zeal of learned and unprejudiced inquirers after truth. 
Statefmen in general, and, lam forry to add, too many church 
men, are enemies to free inquiry*. It isa maxim with many 
of both denominations, tiat the religion which is eftablithed in 
2 country mult be maintained; and they are difpofed to calum= 
niate and to punith thofe who would call in queition any of its 
doctrines. This principle originates, probably, in the churche 
man, from an apprehention of the mifchief which may attend 
inuovation 5 


* In making this obfervation] have no view to individuals 5 
and I believe it to be as little applicable to the ftatefmen and 
churchmen of this country as of any other. But the hiftory of 
every country in every age evinces its trath. 
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innovation ; and it originates, probably, in the ftatefman, either 
from a confirmed knowledge of the Chriftian fyftem, or from 
abelief that one mode of religion may anfwer the purpofe of 
government as well as another, and that all religions are but 

ate contrivances, to afitft the impotency, and to enlarge the 
extent of human laws. While this principle remains in the 
heart of any man, free inquiry in religious concerns will, as 
far as his influence reaches, be checked; and if the temper of 
the times does not controul the temper of the man, pains and 
penalties will be inflicted on ail thofe, who, in confcience, differ 
from the doctrines of the ftate. 

The divine doctrines of our holy religion want not the aid 
of human laws for their fupport. When Chriftian magiftrates 
affume to themfelves the right of interpreting doubtful paflages 
of fcripture in a definite fenfe, they pollute the altar of the Lord, 
though with a view, perhaps, of adorning and defending it, 
and often fanctify error by the authority of civillaws. The 
hiftory of the church, from the time of its civil eftablifhment, 
affords a thoufand proofs of the truth of this remark. Exa- 
mine the acts of the councils, convened by imperial or royal 
authority in different parts of the Chriftian world, from the 
council of Nice tothe council of Trent, and you will find that 
inmany of them fuch doétrines were eftablifhed as we Pro- 
teftants believe to be abfolute errors. Examine the confeflions 
of faith of the different Proteftant churches now fubfitting in 
Europe, and you will obferve inmany of them fucha divertity 
of doétrine as wil] make you wifh that none of them had af- 
fumed any portion of that infallibility which they properly 
denied to the church of Rome. 

In fine, my brethren, you, perhaps, will think it to be your 
duty, and I am convinced that it is mine, to endeavour to fecure 
the protection of God in another world, by propagating the 
pure gofpel of his fon in this; and the purity of that gofpel 
can by nomeans be fo well afcertained as by a modeit and 
fincere inquiry into what has been written by the Evangelifts 
and the Apoitles, rather than into what has been delivered by 
Calvin or Arminius, by Sabellius or Socinus. 





Thoughis on the Neceffity, Frequency, and Continuance, of 
our Vifits to Sick Friends. 


HAT commiferation for the afflicted is an indifpenfable 
duty, and an yniverfal obligation, none, I prefume, will 
controvert ; 
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Controvert : To this, proportionable to the extent of our power, 
every object of compaffion and of affiftance has an indefeafible 
right, and a natural claim; hence the fcriptures have fo much 
recommiended, and fo ftrongly inforced, this. amiable. virtues 
tocreatures ever dependant for every mercy on an overruling 
Providence, and often for much affiftance, on each other. 
Of our friends, and acquaintances, whom we peculiarly 
refpect and regard, this neceflary duty is eminently the right ; 
Without exercifing it toward them, we mutt fail in a material 
portion of our obligation, as men, in every line of life. And 
few, I hope, are tobe found, however averfe to the “ law of 
kindnefs””. in a larger. view, who will deny, to thofe they love 
and efteem, their aid in neceffity, or their affiftance in need, 
Not to tire the reader, I fhall confine my prefent thoughtsto 
the fubject of a very common, and however needful or ufeful, 
yct often avery troublefome, and injurious inftance of it,—our 
vifits to our fick friends: Anarticle of philanthropy capable, 
when direGted with difcretion, of great utility and much com- 
fort; but too frequently made quite the reverfe! This daily 
office wants, I conceive, much regulation, and many admonie 
tions; ona few of the more notable ones, I now attempt to 
{peak.. In the chamber of difeafe, but few-perfons can be 
really ufeful to the recovery of the fick; many-may, by well- 
meant, but ill-applied acts of kindnefs, prove highly detrimental 
toit. Would friends, neighbours, and acquaintances, aid the 
fufferers ? let them not crowd the chamber, difturbthe houfe, og 
fatigue the fick. If aproper number can be procured, or are 
obtained, to ferve the purpofes of the patient, let others, inftead 
of deftroying the quiet, fo neceflary to recovery, by frequent 
calls, and clamorous rappings, employ themfelves in {uch acts of 
friendthip as are often needful, and thofe without doors, or near 
at hand, can often fupply ; in which cafe their good-will may 
be acceptably teftified, and their anxiety may be fatisfed by 
fuch enquiries as are not incommodious to ficknefs, and teafing 
topain. But in cafe domeftic aid is wanted, they may much 
more avail their frignds, by affording it, than by idle and in- 
effectual interrogatories, or the expreffion of fruitlefs withes. 
But among the many hurtful circumftances of which almott 
every fick perion has to complain, and which to many prove fa 
fatal, is impertinent vifitation, and unneceflary, often highly 
injurious and perplexing advice. Can we do notaing condue 
Cive to recovery? Why then impede the labours'of thoie that 
can ailift it? Is fuch advice procured as is proper aad fatifa 
factory ? Why, taen, torment the fick and theis friends wach 
Waat, 
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what, in fuch a cafe, we ourfelves would, or would notdo; oF 
with what others, under fimilar circumftances, have done? 
And, by the way, fimilitude of circumftances under ficknefs, 
is not within the{phere of all who. pretend to know it |) Other 
very-great impediments to reftoration of health, there alfo are, 
which call aloud for much redrefs: Among thefe are—officiouf- 
nefs in offering and recommending noftrums, and ‘empirical 
praGtice of various defcriptions. Divers are the modes of 
embarraffing gentlemen, whofe province it is to attend the fick, 
in the execution of their art, or tying their hands from purfu- 
ing proper means of recovery, becaufe vulgar prejudices, falfe 
reafoning, and futile philofophy, may feem to ftand in the way, 
But: perhaps nothing is more inimical to convalefcence than 
frequent and Jong vifits, and much converfation :—Neceflary 
vifits to fick perfons fhould be as few, and as fhort, as may be. 
Wemittakenly intend to comfort and refreth our friends by our 
converfation, when we frequently tire and perplex the patient, 
and increafe of protract the difeafe, by the beginning or the 
Jength of the one, and the fatigue or the irritation of the other. 
No men labouring under difeale can bear either to talk much 
himfelf, or toattend to the talking of others, without’ debility 
and exhauftion:—And by whatever means we weaken the 
powers of nature, inthis way, we add ftrength to the difeafe 5 
and under the notion of ferving our friend, and aiding his-re- 
covery, we really contribute to his greater fuffering, and affift 
in His deftruétion ! 

I cordially wifh that the real friends of the fick and fuffering 
would duly weigh this fubjeét, and regulate their conduct 
thereby. Much needlefs trouble would then be faved the 
healthy, and much fevere pain be fpared the fick ! 
MORALIS, 





GENERAL REVIEW of EUROPEAN POLITICS, 
For JULY, 1792. 


a -O-3: 8 Pe 
OTWITHSTANDING the formidable armies fent by 


Ruffia to overturn the hiberties of Poland, the progres 
which they have made does not feem to indicate that their ef-s 
forts are likely foon to be attended with tucceis, The Poles, 
indeed, the age of chivalry being pailed, are left without hopes 
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of affiftance from any of the European powers; but as they are 
a brave people, and naturally addicted to war, it is méte than 
probable that they will be able to repel every invafion of their 
country, and to eftablifh their new conftitution on the moft fo- 
lid and lafting of all foundations, that of unanimity among 
themfelves,- If they can bold out fora few years, the all-pow- 
erful hand of time, which fweeps from the ftage of life, without 
diftin€tion, the humble peafant and imperious defpot, may free 
them from a troublefome and ambitious neighbour, whofe reign 
has been diftinguifhed by bloodfhed and flaughter. Should a 
change happen on the throne of Ruffia, new meafures in the 
cabinet may be the confequence. The apparent fucceflor of 
Catherine tt. and his party have long been inimical to the plans 
of that Princefs ; and when her head is laid low in the duft, a 
new fyftem may be adopted in the north, more confiftent with 
the principles of humanity, and more favourable to the liberties 
of mankind. 

Whatever may be the iflue of the conteft between the friends 
of liberty and the advocates of defpotifm, it appears that the 
Courts of Denmark and Sweden are refolved to obferve a per- 
a neutrality, both with.regard to the affairs of Poland and of 

france. 

Chriftian VII. like a wife Prince, has formally refuted to ac- 
cede to the German league formed againft the French contti- 
tution ; and though fome military preparations were lately 
made in Denmark, there is no reafon to fuppofe that they relate 
to any hoftile intentions. 

The King of Pruffia, however, feems determined to give the 
moft effectual fupport to his neighbour the new Emperor; who, 
being now placed at the head of the German empire, will be 

nabled to purfue more vigorous meafures than when he acted 
only as King of Hungary. Another circumftance which will, 
no doubt, contribute to encourage this young monarch in his 
operations is, the tranquillity that prevails in the Netherlands, 
where the French, contrary to their expectations, did not find 
any figns of that fpirit of revolt which they flattered them- 
felves would, on their entrance into the country, blaze forth im> 
mediately to their affiftance. The manifefto of the Court of 
Vienna has appeared, and contains, as is ufual on fuch occafions, 
a heavy accufation againft the enemy, the French, for having 
provoked a war with the empire; but the particular plan which 
the confederates may have adopted is not yet certainly known, 
From the number of troops, however, which they are aflem- 
bling on the banks of the Rhine, it would feem as if they 
ot. XX. 487. Xx meant — 
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meant to carry on an offenfive war; and the journey of his 
Prufiian Majefty to Coblentz tends ftill farther to ftrengthen 
this conjecture. . 


FRANC E 


While this kingdom is thus threatened with foreign invafion, 
her internal fituation is fiich as may réndet it difficult for her 
to emergt foon from her difficulties. Though, by 6ne of thole 
fudden emotions which are peculiat to the chara@ter of Freche 
‘men, a teconciliation of parties took place lately in the National 
Affembly, the {pirit of faction ftill predominates, and is far from 

Meingextnguithed. The violent clamout raifed againft'M. la 
Fayette, once the idol of the people, but now cohfidered, par- 
‘ticularly by the Jacobin party, as a fufpitious petfon, may reh- 
der him difaffeéted to the euiufe which he has hitherto fo zealoufly 
‘efpoufed. This celebrated man is fenfible of the danger which 
impends over France ; but he fees, at the fame time, that vi- 
‘porous meafures cannot be adopted while difunion prevails 
among thofe who have the fupreme management of affairs.— 
As the proper means of remedying this evil he wifhes that 
an end fhould be put to clubs and popular affemblies, which aré 
thought to have, too much influence over the minds of the péo= 
ple; and this has been declared by fome to be a diref® attack 
upon the liberties of the people. 

M. Fayette, however, feems to enjoy the confidence of the 
Sovereign, and of the army; but this is not enough : to én- 
fure fuccefs to the affairs of France, he ought to enjoy that of 
the people alfo. France certainly, fince the commencement of 
the revolution, has never been in fo difagreeable, perplexed, 
and dangerous fituation as at prefent. Without an efficient 
‘Miniftry ; without money, which is the finew of war; with- 
out a fingle ally, and without.a fufficiency of troops to oppofe 
thofe numerous bodies of Auftrians and Pruffians, well difci- 
plined, and commanded y expetienced officers, who are ready 
to enter her territories, fhe muft fpeedily adopt fome plan to 
promote unanimity, and give energy to her government, elfé a 
a fatal blow may be aimed with effect, and fubvert in aninftant 
the new conftitution. ‘The propofal made for removing the 
National Affembly to fome of the fouthern provinces, in the 
prefent crifis, is imprudent as well as impolitic ; and fhews that 
ferious apprehenfions are entertained of its fafety. Should 
this plan’be carried into execution, the ‘capital will be left ina 
Ttate of anarchy, and the enemies of the conftitution will have 
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an opportunity-of exciting commotions, which may be attended 
with the worft of .confequences..- p tom > 
»; The French: Baignants, who no- doubt have their emiflaries 
bufily employedy:enjoy the fatisfattion of feeing France reduced 
to that fituation. which they withed. Whatever operations, 
however, may be earried on againft it by its enemies, the emi- 
grants will be allowed, as is faid, to take fuch fhare in them only 
as the conféderatés may think proper. They are now nume- 
rous,;and, by the frequent defertions from the French troops, 
form a'bedy.of at Jeaft 20,000 men, well difciplined, and:com- 
nianded by officers.of the fir diftintion. _ With regard to the 
Princes, who are at their head, they may juftly fay, jaca off 
alea: their property in France, if they pofleffed any, is con- 
fifcated ; and as they have taken up arms againft their country, 
they muft cither enter it triumphing, or renounce it'for ever, 
and be contented to remain dependents on the bounty of fo- 


reign Courts, 
IN DTA. 


The fuccefs of Earl Cornwallis in India, and the likehood 
of peace being eftablifhed there on terms highly advantageous 
to the Britifh nation, muft give pleafure to every one who has 
the intereft of his country at heart. The facrifices. which 
Tippoo has made, in order to fave himfelf from utter deftruc- 
tion, while they will in part indemnify the Eaft India Com= 

any for he expences of the war, muft weaken his power fo 
much, that he will fcarcely venture to threaten our Oriental 

ofleffions, or to attack any of the native powers who may be 
in alliance with Great Britain. While we are, therefore, at 
peace with all the world, and while there is fo little appearance 
of our tranquillity being foon interrupted, let us pay attention 
to thofe objects which tend to raife empires to the higheft pitch 
of glory, and to fecure independence and profperity. If our 
legiflators atohege with fidelity the truft repofed in. them ; if 
they exert themfelves in promoting trade and commerce; and 
the people preferve unanifiiity, and cultivate virtue and good 
morals, Great Britain, notwithftanding the wars fhe has been 
engaged ‘in, may yet bid defiance to her enemies, and continue 
to be feared and refpeéted by the nations of Europe. 

The intended Embaffy to China, the object of which is to 
procure certain advantages refpecting our tea-trade to that 
country, Wil ferve to imprefs the-Chinefe with higher ideas than 
they ever, peslaps, before entertained of the power and dignity 
of this county, and may. be: — of opening new fources 
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of commerce with thefe induftrious people. Magnificent pre- 
fents of various kinds, and particularly a valuable mathemati- 
éal and philofophical apparatus, have been provided, in order to 
éonciliate the friendthip of Kien-Long, the reigning Empe- 
ror, who has diftinguifhed himfelf by his tafte' for literature 5 
and feveral men of fcience as. well as artifts, are engaged to ac- 
company the Ambaflador, who feems, in every refpeét, well 
qualified for fo important an undertaking. Lord Macartney’s 
love of fcience, and the affability of his manners, wil] no doubt 
fecure to him a favourable reception at the ‘Court of Pekin; 
and we have every reafon to hope that, by his abilities and ad~ 
drefs, he will be able to accomplith the object of his miffion, 





+ 


Anfucr, by F. Woof South’ Petherton, to Tho, Mullett’s Rebus, 
STOW inferted May 21. 


ONSTANTINOPLE was the feat 
X4 Of famous Conftantine the Great. 

We havé ‘received the like’anfwer from T. Scadding, of 
Wibllitow ;'‘R. Hawkey, Creed; Alphonfo, St. Auftell ; J. M. 
A. near Sherborne; J. Bulgin, Caftle Cary ; S$. Shepton, Aw- 
lifcombe 3D: 'G. of Chatd; J. Hounfell, of Chard academy ; 
J. Rogers, Exeter; T. T. S. ditto; Amico Crewkernienfis ; 
‘J. B. Chivers, St. Auftell ; J. L. Clarke, of Honiton; Ere- 
mita, Wefton Zoyland; Oenus, near Tregony ; T. Taylor, 
Bickington; S, H. Dawlith ; T. Walker, Hemyock; John 
Spry, Wivelifeombe ; TD. Crofs, Plympton ; Fidelio, Bath ; 
J. Collins, Uffculm ; J. Selwood, Stockland fchool; Sciolus, 
Briftol; W. Brewer, Taunton; A. Apfey, ditto; T. Gill, 
Stythians, ~~ ° 





4n ANAGRAM, by W. Barrett, jun. of Exeter, 


Grain firft tell, add a letter thereto. 
A garment will then appear next in view ; 
One letter change, the whole tranfpos’d aright, 
A reptile then will be within your fight. 





4n ANAGRAM, by S$. Hugo, Tywardreath. 
* bards go fcan the facred writings o’er, 
dA prophet’s name from thence with care explore ; 
nao Change 
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Change it with care and there will plain be feen, 
What’s oft with Kings as well as countrymen. 





—_— —— 


A QUESTION, by. T. Gundry, of Penzance.” 


Cone whofe diameter at the bafe is rem 5 itiches, and alti- 

tude 107,5 inches, of which I want 3,75 feet folid of the 

top to be cut off. What length on the perpendicular muft be 
cutoff?) “TATA ET de 


A CHARADE, by Fobn Taylor, Blackbole. 


N wild Arabia’s.bleak.domains*.  .- » 
Where favage beafts, betake their way, 
My noted firft you may obtain, « 
As thro’ the wildernefS you fray. 





a 


/ 

| 

. When blooming fpring’s enamel’dfcene,. >77 : 

With {weets perfume the-valhies round ; t ii 

My next luxuriant reignsas queen, ‘. : 
For man with choiceft dainties crown’d, .. 


ne eee 


My whole’s a place where riot reigns, 
' And men their wonted friends beguile; 
Forbid it Heav’n fuch lawlefs {cenes, 
Should be pracétis’d in freedom’s ifle, 





A REBUS, by Fubs. | 


Fst name the champion who the dragon flew, | 
And refcu’d a young lady fair 5 
A King of Thebes bring to view, 

Who Sphynx’s riddle did declare. 


A famous mountain now define, 
Whofe fiery meteors flame on high; 

The nymph who for Narciffus pin’d, 
Ye gents you laftly muft defcry. 


The initials join’d ye bards of tame, 
Then quickly you will fee arife, 
Your humble fervant’s:real-na:ne, 
“Aad banith far the faint difguife. 
POETRY. 
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Lines occafioned by the Death of Mr. William Smale, a 
Merchant, who died at Tiverton; Filly. gi, 4992, and 
whofe remarkable Induftry qnd unwearied Affduity in 
Bujfinefs, provided’ a regular and’ ample Employ for 
many Handreds of the Poor, in the Woollen. Manufac- 
ture of that Placeg who will feperely Fel, and with his 
Family and Friends deeply lament ther untimely Lof;. 


+ i Sa miné the lot! to: hear the:faint reply, 
To martthe fading cheek; the finking eye ; 

On the chill brow:tofec the damps oft: death, | 

And watch with dumb diftrefs the fhort’ning breath, 

The ftarting tear F chéeck’d, and blefs’d the rod, 

And not to earth refign’d him, byt to God. 


Friendhhip may deoth, and reafon ftrive to:heal, 

The pang which children, wife, and friends muft feel, 
When Am the ufeful man, their joy, their truft, 
Eludes their grafp, and giouldersin the duft ; 

But faith alone thofe balfams can fupply, 

‘What faith, which tells us we fhall fever die; 

Which tells us death his conqueft fhall reftore, 

And all the juft faall meet to part no more. 


AMICUS, 
Teingmouth, duguft 3, 1792. 





The JUDICIOUS BACCHANAL. 


HILE the bottle to humour and focial delight, 
The fmalleft affiftance can lend; 
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While it happily keeps us'the laugh of :the night, 
Or enlivehs the mind of 2 friend: iO 


Oh! let me enjoy it, ye bountiful powers 5 
That my time may delicioufly pals; 

And fhould care ever think to intrude on my hours, 
Scare the haggard away witha glafs, 


But inftead of a rational fedft of the fenfe, _ 
Should difcord prefide o’er the bowl; ~° 

And folly debate, or contention commence, 
From too great an expanfion of foul ; 


Should the man.I efteem, or the friend of my breaft, 
In theivy feel nought but the rod; 

Should I make {weet religion a profligate jeft, 
And daringly {port with my, God. 


From my lips dafh the poifon, Oh merciful fate! 
Where the madnefs or blafphemy hung ; 

And let every accent which virtue thould hate,. 
Parch quick on my infatiious tongue. 


From my fight let the curfe be eternally driv’n, 
Where my reafon fo fatally ftray’d; 

That no moge I may offer an infult to Heav’n, 
Or give man a caufe to upbraid. 








ODE w FANCY, 


Brae 2 fancy, from the mottled fky, 
In flowing robes of various dye, 
Fair child of fenfe and memory. 


a limping pace of time foreftall, 
rom penfive forrow ftrain the gall, 
And fcenes of joy elaps’d recall. 


Elate as hope, affar’das faith, 
” Tis thine to tread the dreary path 
Thatleads thro’ the ftill fhades of death. 


From dark oblivion’s gulph to fave 
‘The wife that moulders in the grave, 
The friend that welters om the wave. 
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- ‘The father, fon, or brother flain 
On Abram’s rocks, or Minden’s plain, 
Thy power can raife to life again. 


Thy flight nor feas, nor fkies can bound ; 
Thou fearlefs wing’ ft th’ abyfs profound, 
And foar’ft aloft o’er Heaven’s high mound.‘ 
MEREMOTH SKIDMORE junior. 
‘Fune 115 1792» 
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THE WREATH. 


"Fre me, ye gentle fhepherds, tell, 
If Chloe wanders on the dell; : 
Or feeks the covert of the fhade, 

Where Zephyrs figh thro’ every glade, 
And fan their wings in fportive play, 

To mitigate the folar ray? 


Or has the ftreamlet now to boaft 
‘The prefence of her fleecy hoft, 
Fritking befide the babbling brook, 
Regardlefs of her fong and crook ? 


This wreath I form’d, with Flora’s art, 
To captivate her tender heart; 

And cull’d the flowers with niceft care, 
To deck the trefles of my fair. 


If with the wreath her brow fhe bind, 
I then may hope my Chloe kind ; 

But if the gift the difapprove, 

I then muft weep my haplefs love, 

And tune my reed in mournful ftrains, 
Negleét my flocks, and leave the plains, 
To teach the hills and woody vale 

To echoback my doleful tale. 


But fee, the wreath begins to fade! 

Then tell me where to feek the maid: 

‘The rofe begins to lofe its bloom, 

Before it feals the lover’s doom. 

MARCUS. 





